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economy

Brussels, 04 April 2024

Dear President,

Dear Members of the European Council,

We are deeply concerned about the return of overly restrictive fiscal policy. The final compromise
on the reform of the EU economic governance due to be voted on by the European Parliament
and the Council is multiplying unsubstantiated and arbitrary numerical benchmarks, which will
trigger a wave of cuts to public budgets across Europe. Several countries, such as Germany,
France and Denmark, have already cut or are planning to cut green investment and social
spending for 2024 and 2025.

As you will discuss future EU priorities at the European Council on 17-18 April, we urge you to
reject unnecessary fiscal consolidation and instead support the creation of a post-2026
long-term green and social investment fund, as well as adopt progressive taxation such as on
extreme wealth, excessive fossil fuel profit, financial transactions and frequent flying. Such an
investment drive is necessary to deliver a sufficiently fast and fair transition.

Unnecessary fiscal consolidation will exacerbate economic, environmental and social woes,
which will also jeopardise debt sustainability. The political agreement on fiscal rules stands in the
way of the EU and Member States achieving a range of political objectives, from agreed climate
and environmental targets, to achieving strategic autonomy and economic and social
convergence in Europe.

The EU Recovery Fund was labelled a “success story” by the European Commission, praising its
effectiveness in supporting upward convergence and the preservation of public investments for
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greater shared prosperity. We must build on this success and guarantee that Europe has the
public finances to deliver better public services, protect its people against environmental,
geopolitical and economic risks and carry out the deep transformation towards an economy that
fits within planetary boundaries.

Moreover, we are witnessing a surge in protests against the unequal distributional effects of
climate action, where the burden falls disproportionately on ordinary people while the extremely
rich are not contributing a fair share. A fair transition requires governments to support
low-income households to gain access to energy-efficient homes, renewable energy, community
energy or low-carbon mobility. Electric car-sharing schemes and public transport must be
affordable and accessible to all, and energy grids need to be upgraded, which requires massive
investment in collective infrastructure.

We also need a green and fair industrial strategy. The competitiveness of Europe’s industry must
be based on the best environmental, climate and social performance. Targeted public subsidies
should support the industries of the future; the ones willing to embark on the transformation
towards circularity, producing efficiently and with reuse and repair at their core. Particular efforts
are needed towards micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) and social economy
enterprises as they often face higher barriers to access capital markets. Public funds for industry
should never be a ‘carte blanche’, but instead be tied to social and environmental conditions,
including limits on dividends as long as companies are benefiting from subsidies, gender equality
requirements and concrete climate transition plans and targets. Unconditional funds risk
rent-seeking behaviour and encourage the wrong kind of production.

We are calling upon you to ensure the following policies are at the core of the next strategic
agenda of the European Union:

● Design economic governance fit for the challenges of the next decade: this would
consist of combining fiscal rules for national budgets flexible enough to frontload green and
social investments with a stronger and permanent European fiscal capacity. The economic
governance reform, which the European Parliament and the Council will vote on before the
2024 EU elections, is utterly inadequate against this yardstick and will prevent a number of
Member States from reaching the EU climate goals.

● Establish a long-term EU just transformation fund post-2026: Create a dedicated and
long-term EU public investment fund to drive the socially just transformation of our
economy towards net-zero and circularity, provide companies and citizens confidence in the
transition and strengthen economic and social cohesion by ensuring that governments can
make long-term investments towards social and green objectives.

● New progressive taxes: Commit to adopt progressive taxes. Including a tax on extreme
wealth, a frequent flyer levy, an excess profit tax on fossil fuel and a financial transaction tax
to support the EU and governments to plug green and social investment gaps. Also commit
to environmental tax reforms to implement the polluter pays principle, while guaranteeing
that it does not negatively affect low-income groups in particular.

● Public subsidies to companies should be targeted and conditional: Investments should
be targeted towards fostering the most sustainable modes of production, as well as include
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clear social and environmental conditions such as job creation, respect for the right of
collective bargaining and action, production with a low environmental footprint and limits on
dividends. This should include targeted support to the social economy sector that puts
social and environmental objectives at the centre of their economic activity and prioritises
support to MSMEs, as large companies have access to capital markets.

● A progressive social agenda: Prioritise public investments towards collectively organised
public services (e.g. public transport, health, care and housing) to improve wellbeing and
help reduce carbon, energy and material use.

As representatives of civil society organisations, think tanks, trade unions, and academics from
across the EU, we call on you to recognize the urgency of addressing these issues. The
well-being of people and the future of our planet depends on bold and decisive action. We ask
you to support our policy demands to safeguard a just transition for all people across Europe.

Yours sincerely,

Civil Society, trade unions and think tanks

Chiara Martinelli, Director, Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe
Benoît Lallemand, Secretary General, Finance Watch
Ollivier Bodin, President, Greentervention
Juliana Wahlgren, Director, European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN)
Patrizia Heidegger, Deputy Secretary-General, European Environmental
Bureau
Danny Sriskandarajah, Chief Executive, New Economics Foundation
Laura de Bonfils, Secretary-General, Social Platform
Sandrine Dixson-Declève, Co-President, The Club of Rome & Executive
Chair, Earth4All
Maria Nyman, Secretary General, Caritas Europa
Mikael Leyi, Secretary General, SOLIDAR
Maria Zinutti, Implementation Lead, Wellbeing Economy Alliance
Judith Vorbach, Head of Office, AK EUROPA
Jan Willem Goudriaan, General Secretary, EPSU
Sotiria Theodoropoulou, Senior Researcher, European Trade Union
Institute
Sorcha Edwards, Secretary General, Housing Europe
Manon Dufour, Executive Director, E3G
Chiara Putaturo, Deputy Head of the Oxfam EU Office, Oxfam EU Office
Carl Mühlbach, Managing Director, FiscalFuture
Johanna Schima, Head EU Delegation, Make Mothers Matter
Ruth London, Director, Fuel Poverty Action
Chris Vrettos, Vice President, Electra Energy
Stecy Yghemonos, Executive Director, Eurocarers
Heather Roy, Secretary General, Eurodiaconia
Mark Martin, Executive Director, CEE Bankwatch Network
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Nicolas Dufrêne, President, Institut Rousseau
Luca Bergamaschi, co-Founding Director ECCO
Yelter Bollen, Policy Officer, Bond Beter Leefmilieu
Sabine Saliba, Secretary General, Eurochild
Peter Sweatman, CEO, Climate Strategy
Gaja Brecelj, Managing Director, Umanotera
Jeremie Fosse, Co-founder and Director, Eco-Union
Mange Ram Adhana, President, Association for Promotion Sustainable
Development
Laura Rayner, Senior Policy Analyst, European Policy Centre
Petrica Dulgheru, Chief Executive Officer, Roma Entrepreneurship
Development Initiative International
Dirk Vansintjan REScoop.eu, the European federation of citizen energy
cooperatives
Susana Fonseca, Member of the Board, ZERO - Association for the
Sustainability of the Earth System
Janis Brizga, Head of the Board, Green Liberty
Domantas Tracevičius, Circularity economist, VšĮ "Žiedinė ekonomika"
Piotr Barczak, Member of the Board, Polish Zero Waste Association
Luka Mofardin, Project Officer, Focus
Antoine Gatet, Président, France Nature Environnement
Neva Nahtigal, Director, RREUSE
Jean Letitia Saldanha, Director, Eurodad - European Network on Debt and
Development Paul Ginnell, Director, European Anti-Poverty Network
Ireland
Akos EGER, Executive President, National Society of Conservationists -
Friends of the Earth Hungary (MTVSZ)
Diana Dovgan, Secretary General, CECOP
Jamen Gabriela Hrabaňová, Executive Director, European Roma
Grassroots Organisations (ERGO) Network
Juan Antonio Pedreño, President, Social Economy Europe
Pauline Depagne, Advocacy Officer, ATD Fourth World
Wojtek Kalinowski, Co-Director Veblen Institute for Economic Reforms
Alain Grandjean, Président, The Other economy
Géraud Guibert, Président, La Fabrique Ecologique
Clara Leonard, Institut Avant-garde
Pauline Depagne, Advocacy Officer, ATD Fourth World

Academics

Dr. Arif Rüzgar, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung (RLS)
Professor Steve Keen, University College London
Guillaume Sacriste, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne
Laurence Scialom, University Paris Nanterre
Vivien Schmidt, Visiting Fellow, European University Institute
Theodoros Zachariadis, The Cyprus Institute
Mark Sanders, Maastricht University
Jason Hickel, ICTA-UAB and LSE
Dirk Bezemer, University of Groningen
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Giraud Mariet IUT Nantes
Rutger Claassen, Utrecht University
Irene van Staveren, Erasmus University Rotterdam and SFL
Dr. Dirk Ehnts, Torrens University Delatte CNRS
Guillaume Daudin, Université Paris Dauphine-PSL
Guillem Lopez-Casasnovas, Univ Pompeu Fabra
Giorgos Kallis, ICTA-UAB
Olivier Allain, Université Paris Cité
Luisa Giuriato, University Sapienza
Isabella Weber, University of Massachusetts
Kate Raworth, Professor of Practice Amsterdam University of Applied
Sciences
Jézabel Couppey-Soubeyran, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne
Magnus Ryner, King's College London
Marie-Annick Barth, Université de Paris Cité et Sorbonne Abu Dhabi
Anne-Laure Delatte, CNRS, Université Paris Dauphine - Leda
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